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tlic ſame time the author has never wi 


1 HE. a! hor of the folly owing TY has 
5 Jong beer) | in the habit of examining his own 
— boughts on pape: , Upon all the acetic 
of © co: cſtitarion; ] . and; gove ernment which 8 
| have occurred within his own time 3 and 1 
5 not unfrequentiy has committed theſe —- 
thoughts to the ju dgment of the public, 
'To theſe publ. icatious he has n ever affxcd 
his name, becauſe doing. this mi ght ſcem 
5 to intimate an opinion, cither that his name 
carried we cight and authority, 4 w Hic h he has - 
: nat the V anity to think, Or that theſe tracts _— 
ww cre ofa fort fron n hich he could advance ED 
any litt! e reputation he may en} oy. A 256 
” to ee his name, becauſe he never wrote 5 
_ what In id not tie incere conviction of his „ 
. own mi ind, and * as ev er; willing to be re- SE 


bponſible 6 . 


1 
ponſi ble in character for the general ten- | 
dency of his Writings. The reſpec he en- 

5 tertai; ns for Mr. Burke, made h: m 1 iſh to 
. cx mine the -inciples of government ad- 


f vanced | in that gentleman's late cclebrared . 


publication in aw ork of better arrange 


ment ar 4. gr. ter extent; ; but he knows = 


8 i the h; abirs of his own mind too well not to 93 
e ſuſpe ck. that indolence and profeſſional 5 


vocations may delay the completion \ 


uh Tick = work until the occaſion be paſt. 3 5 
5 has, therefore, in this as in other ! In- 


- ances, ſubmitted. his firſt. thoughts | W- 


the Judgment of the e 85 


The publications on this. ſubject | are 


„„ become fo numerous, that this Secoud 
0 Editioli has the name of the Author, un: 


willing to > have errors not his 0 own n imputed 


; wy hir 


Dran Sis, 


SO | OUR political conneQions will, doubt- 
| lefs, for the moſt. part, decide on your > 


public conduct: nor is it my wiſh to damy 1 


the ardor of your purſuit. | A party rt 


| ed under the mild virtues and inflexible in- | 
tegrity of the late Marquis of Rockiug- 
ham, approve d by the. diſcriminating head 
I and benev olent heart of the late Sir George 


T Saville, and conduQed |! by 1 the direct, ope: "Ro. vo 
and manly underſtanding of Mr. Fox, 


| ought, to command your warmeſt attach- 


ment. Whatever temporary devi iations = 
ie anmerited. proſcription through a long 
reign may have provoked, their "| public os 


5 principles will render. then! the ſirmeſt 


5 ſupport of the Throne, and of the Britiſh : — 


5 Conſtitu tion, ſhould the | ſerment w hich an. 5 


accumulation of 1 705 burdens on „ . 


5 People has. excited i | France, extend _— 


5 its inf. bence o this Hand You will, ED 
11 8 therefore, . 


therefore, do well to make 3 a common cauſe : 


With them. To us mere theoriſts it: be-. -- 


5 longs to follow the principles v we eſtabliſh 
into all their . b 


Yo our Mien, y raillery was directed 156 
| the advocate for prerogative in 1 784, yet ; 


5 you con ſeſted my defence w as bottomed on 
55 reaſoning not in imical to tlie rights of the 


8 People. - The ſa ame principles led me to . 
cConcur with you in reprobating the frantic I 


partition of Royal authority attempted in Lo 


| the intended Regency, becauſe we thought N 
the ſame prrvers proportioned to the ſame „„ 


_ end, were at all times equally neceſſary4 5 


: trust in the individual created for the ſole oe; 


©. melt of the People. Whates, er language oe. 


Ts prudence of your politic 1 friends. may; dic- | 


5 tate, We ſhall both probably again concur 8 5 


„„ thinking that the ſentiments conveyed _ 


1 in the late celebrated publication of Mr. 


15 Burke are neither more nor leſs than the 


; exploded. doctrine of the old. ſchool. re- 5 


. vived in * new dreſs, calculated equally 1 


b to ſupport bad as good ( Gor ernme nt, iir 
all its forms, from the mad deſpotiſm of : 


Ata to the mi oy administration of Jaws | 


8; Gita® 


T'TT 


in Great Britain 1 in ſhort, the offspring 


of ſuperſtition confounding all human rea- 
fon — which commits he deareſt intereſts 
of ſociety to the diſpoſal of chance, by 
© building thoſe inſtitutions which determine 1 
the happi: neſs or oppreflion of mankind on - 
the flecting prejudices of an uninformed, 
not on the conviction. of an | enlightened, 


| Ro 


OG It is of little | importance. to the People 
1 of this country whether a Club, called 


The Revolution Socicty, in addrefling the 


5 National Aſſembly of France, have 8 


paſſed on that temperate, decorous line of 


conduct which Mr. Butke, both by pre- = 
| cept and example, profeſſes to teach. Of 1 
as little import tance is it to us whether --- 


„ libel ona whole nation, wrought up with == 


tion, be the mere creaturgof imagination, 
or an exaggerated picture of the evils at- 
. tendant on all great revolutions. As . 
5 man, I rejoice that the fette: 5 of deſpotiſm 1 
F broken—and, View ing the formation of . 855 
ls "a new government As: the nobleſt icene 3 5 
1 which the virtues and talents of men cn : 


al the enthutiaſin of a glowing 3 imagina- 


2 | N | aQ, 


4 4 . „„ 
act, 1 feel a ſtrong intereſt | in he frceel 
"of- their exertions, and look forward with 


ſome anxiety to the effect of thoſe new 


1 cſtabli ſhments, ' WW hich ce ( tainly do not come 


= recommended by the experience of other 


6 nations in anci ent 0 in modern times. 5. 


15 Nor 15 my g general humanity very 8 5 


85 wound. d . ſome indiy iduals incvitably 4 


ſuffer in the ſtruggles of a great nation, 
by * nich rwenty-five millions of people = 


hope, at leaft, to emerge to freedom, and. © 


Y by which 4 reſtleſs, intriguing, pe erfidious 


power, oppreſſive to its ſubjects, and de- ” 


ſtructive to the peace of its 9 1 


has certainly been Inge. 


CT 1 can a file i in pr ivate at the extreme Jo „„ 
diner of thoſe wortby politicians who: 
- calmly contemplate the armies of deſpotic . 


princes 1 waſting whole countries, and de- 


2 ſtioying each he to cure the liſtleſs lan- 5 


5 guor a a ſovercign, or gratify the caprice - 


oo a ſtrumpet. AS: events in the ordinary 


; . ain of God's good prov 1d ence, et . 


85 | petrified with horror at the irregular juſtice _ 


=: ofa mob. Were not falſe terrors induſ-. 
| triouſly raiſed t to repreſs all ardor for that _ 


look which threatened with intult ; a N 


N 


firſt of human bleflings, public f berty 54 — 
| Were not principles advanced teftrudtive, 
in my judgment, of all freedom Were 

not conſequences drawn from the diſorders 
f neighbouring State, and applications 


made to be Government of this country, | 
the direct reverſe of thoſe which ſound 


5 reaſoning and juſt policy, in my judg- e 


ment, warrant ;j—T: am not 


Quixote cnough ee 


| to have enge aged in tlie controrerſy— I | 
: ſhould not even venture to alk the author 


of a political rh apfody the moral inference — 


from any one defeription in his o 


When he expreffes his expectation and — 


1 hope that ten thouſand ſwords would have - 


: | leaped from their ſcabbards to avenge a 1 


= of France, not famed for all the virtues . 
| which, in times of chivalt, 7 inflamed the 


imagination of a tr ue knight—I would not 


even inquire W hat i 15 duc to our own Mo- Dn 


” narch, excmplary in all the duties of prix ate 


e and though! 101 mctimes ill adviſed in the 


bee the bee TY of his ſje 


f this new ele of ved duty, the ado- 
. „ : ration 


1) 


5 ration of princes. muſt tile i in a Je . 


tion to their virtues, we ought to approach 
: the ſacred preſence of our Sovereign crawl- 


1 ing on the earth, and humbly ſolicit the 5 


: honour of being trodde n into o duſt. 


1. who; am a4 « plain n man, fred my mind 5 


© bew ildered by thele flichts, am obliged to 


ſeek. conviction by deductions of roaſt, 


illuſtrating. theory by a reference to hiſto- Fe 


rical facts —If 1 deſert this beaten road! 


am loſt: 2 and to thoſe ſober underſtand- 


ings who, wich me, are willing to ſeck 
85 for truth, at tlie hazard of being reproach- 5 

6d. v ith. cold hearts, my arguments are 
addreſſed — hether the good icnſe of the > 
5 Public * ll do Juſtice to the motiv es 0 "Ia 


which 15 am conſc 210US, is more their con- 


dern than minc—1 think 1 am endcavour- + 
ing to promote the public happineſs — ! „ 
1 | <A no poſſible inducement 1 to w iſh cone 2 


e f afion. | 1 


In contemplating the. gre eat ſceue now. 5 


9 diſplayed 1 France, which engages =. n 


attention of all Europe, the ſirſt reflection 


5 it ſuggeſts i, that the experience | of the _ 


anc tent . 155 


1 14 


ancient world affords -: no analogies From: DL 


5 which we may venture to conjecture the N 


5 probable event. We cannot reaſon from Es 
the ancient republics either on the perfec- 
din to which the ſame forms of govern- 


- ment may 1 now be carried, or the extent 
Ld n theſe | 0 PSY em os 


. Side a total change in he cotton of. „ 
5 mankind. In modern times, where the 7 
8 liberty of the preſs prevails, the true prin- ; 

8 ciples of government are inveſtigated in 


i the abſtract, and conſequently | without EE 


; paſfion. Every queſtion of public intereſt, 985 


7935 whether it regards the diſtribution of po- . 
litical power among the ſevcral orders ä 
5 the State, or the actual exerciſe of thoſe ” 


powers, 1s again and! again diſcuſſed. The -- I 


f winking part of the community weigh 
„ arguments in their cloſet. The ge- 


nmueral aſſent of cultivated minds gra dun ny 


5 commands the concurrence of the multi- 1 


tucde, and the public mind, aſter ſome vi- 
brations, commonly ſettles on the ſolid 
5 foundation of acknowledged truth. But, = 


above all, the modern improrement . 
„ preſentation has give 1 order to demoer, acy, . 


dis veſtes 


* $1] * 
divelied it of all its terrors, and enabled 


it to debate every queſtion of public 1 inte- 
reſt with all the wiſdom, and knowledge, 5 


and ability, of every ſpecies, which the 
nation can boaſt, without that perverſion | 


5 WO: mind which muſt. invariably pervade a 
I the deliberations of an Aſſembly actuated Tn 
5 by intereſts diſtin from thoſe of the great 5 


body of the People. Had Fi rance enjoyed - 


5 ſuch a well- regulated democracy, balanced 


by a ſeparate order of Nobles, who, if 


—_—— they have not ſtrength ultimately to reſiſt, 


oy yet inter poſe their negative, and com- 
Id the Commons again and again to deli- . 


5 . Had the permanency of their 


„ Conſtitution been yet farther ſecured by an 


1 Monarch, Le aalen oy 


. BY N to a i to the People eren 


. againſt their repreſentatives on. any pro- 


5 jected innovation in their Goverument. = 
Raſh indeed would have been the nation. . 


who under thoſe circumſtances had com- 
2 mitted their dearcR | 1: atereſts to the hazard 


| of a change. 


. "co of Pentions. | 


9 


Far different indeed was the ſtate ot 


France. The attainment of ſuch a Go- 
vernment was abſolutely impoſſible. They 
had 1 deſpotic Monarch ſupported by 4 
| ' mercenary army—by a. numerous body of 
f Nobility, the political Janifaries | of the - 
0 rown, W. ho Preſeriptively held all mili- | 
-tary - command—who were favoured as 4 
diſtinct race with peculiar 1 immunities. by 
ts law, and yet greater privileges by the ha- 


beſides engroſhng all the military, and mol 1 8 
: of the civ il appointments under the Crown, _ 
divided annual! y one million and a half ſter⸗ i 


4. ominion of 5 foreign Pontif, had tranſ- : 


The other pilla Te of del - 
85 potiſm was the Churel ch. This eſtabliſhment L” 
- in France, originally fe -amed to ſupportt the 5 


bitual ſuperiority the y aflumed ; _ whoſe Co 
8 pride was pam pered. and whoſe | idol lence . 
was fed with 1 the ſpoils of the Pe ople; ; who, 1 


1 | lingof the public 10! oney under thedenomina . 


kerre ed its obedience to the Mot narch, 0-4 

e ning the ſpirit of its inſtitution. This 3 
body, thus conſtituted, waere not only 5 
dound to the throne by the. intereſt HO 
hie orde Ts bur by the yet more prevailing ID 
inte Tr Nt of ty ale. Who looking up tothe _ 

- E: 5 Monarch 3 


E 18 1 
Monarch for preferment, endeavoured to 


merit his grace and favour by ſedulouſly pro- 
5 moting he views of the Court. The Clergy 


moreover were linked and blended with the 
Nobility, whoſe younger ſons held he---- 


' richeſt benefi ces—and this maſs of power 
was conſolidated by a landed revenue, ex- 


Ns ceeding five millions ſterling of annual rent. ” 


ns Who that viewed this 1 of power 1 
could believe that its overthrow appro hot? 


The devouring claims of the ſubordinate N 


5 iuſtru ments of a deff Þotic Power exhauſted En, 


Xs the treaſury of the Monarch. 5 With a Pay- N 


ment of eiglit millions to the Public See.. 


ditors IP and twenty-three millions of an- „ 


e nual revenue, an increaſing arrear com- . 


1 pelled the King to convene a repreſentation 
a of” the People and the defection of the ; 


common ſoldiers lert the whole power of 
5 dhe State in their hands. TO aboliſh the 


leſpotiſm of the Crown | 18 admitted to be 


. "- and Juſt.— —To prevent the reſtoration of 


this power became 'Y neceffary duty. Me. : 5 
1 45 1. 


” Burl e thinks this might hare - bect n effected, 3 


i prefer ving the Nobility and the Church, __- 


0 ante i in the moment of thei ir own humili- | 


ation 55 


ation, and of the popular fervor, the in- 
ſtructions of theſe two bodies to their depu- 


ties, breathed the language of moderation, 
and did not openly claim thoſe exemptions 


w hich h. ad been one great cauſe of the general . 


odi um to which they were expoſed. Are 
ve to look for the ſpirit and temper of par- 


ticular orders in public oſtenſible inſtru- 


8 ments, formed under ſuch circumſtances, 


or in their permanent intereſts and the 


habits of their lives ? Would not theſe hs 


men feel. themſelves degraded. by. the 5 


f equality claimed by ev ery ſubject in the ; i 
= State? Muſt not many laws "BY galling an d 


_— irritating to theſe two orders, 1 — paſſed, 


before the ſemblance of freedom | could 


have cheered the great body of the people # . 


Their old habits muſt have recurred, in- 


Pp flamed with all the rancorous paſſions 5 


e revolt of the ſoldier v make has e : delivered 


the Aſll lertors of public freedom into the 1 


- hands of euraged adverſaries, and if Mr. 5 


Burke, a .byeſtander, a mere amateur of 1 
= ariſtocracy, can. "fo: liberally devote dhe . 


5 which. contention. engenders. A ſecond Es 


National Af ſembly to a gaol, is it won- 5 
derful that theſe two orders ſhould be facri- Se” 


ficed by that Aſſemby, to their own lafety, 


and to o that of the People they - repreſent? 


The Aſfembly firſt arm the e Pepe, that 05 


V hatcve er a common i. ntereſt inſpires. th ey. 


may be enabled to defend, and thus give a 


- moſt conv incing proof of their own face rity, 


They then proceed. to deela re the eſtates 


N the. Church public property. If this. f 


5 meaſure. affected only the ſucec: 
a Church benefccs, | 


{ſion : 0 
not the preſent po- 5 
ſeſſors, as an abſtract propotition it were 


e difficult to difpate 1 its truth, or to alſign a 


rational diſtinction between tlie juſt ſuppore 
: of the miniſters of Religion and 


= other ſervants of the Public. At least we 


ö the titles of the . 


8 muſt re-adopt the fre; ud. ces of da ark ages, | 
to fe, tha at divi ine right \ W. nich [17 I thu 


e hal! owe ** fncuary of tho 


of. any 


des. 


© and forbid profane Eyes: fron m proing into 


. x 10 >fthood. Gao: 1 gover = z 


8 ment and the happt icls of mankind. are © 


: doubtleſs 1 11 che vill of Div: "me Bc nevolence; _ 


but the means of obtaining theſe bleſtings the. 1 85 
God of Natur: ehas not rev cal ed. —Theinveſ- £5 
_ tigation of theſe, and of eve ry other intereſt N 


. of human kind, is lelt! to the light of human 


_ reaſon ; LES 


5 reaſon; 3 becauſe this Purſuit f is fitted to 
employ and to improve the beſt talents of 
the head, and the beſt affections of the 
heart. Had our Clergy preached the 
goſpel of peace with ſo little effect, that we 
were become, what Mr. Burke deſcribes the 2 
ne, F rench, a nation of Atheiſts. —To ſuch a 
- Clergy 1 ſhould ſay, in the language o. — 
their Maſter, The tree 1s know n by its fruit. a 
"> Every tree chat bringeth not for th good eg 
fruit ſhall be hewn Aon and caſt! into the 17 
fire. Ve have not diſcharged your: duty, 
and are not -ntitled to your reward. hs © he 
. ſimple fact however! is, Mr. Burke! is angry, - 
„ An Atheiſt 15 an animal at leaſt as" uncom- 
mon as a Monſter * ich two heads. Without 5 
b being prepared to g the whole length « of 5. 
- Mr. Burke defence e of Monaſtic inſtitutions, | 0 
| whoſe direct object ſeems to be the extinc- 1 
25 tion of all ſoclal aſfections, yet feel the re Tl 
I wound * hich adiſappointment of juſtc expect - 
tations w ill inflict on the indiv idual. he = 
1 National Aſſembly will however probably e 
. tell! us they have provided for the decent! „„ 
5 niſtration of religious rights, that they have 
. increaſed the proviſion for the uſeſul effi- 5 97 7 
SIN cient. members of the Church—and cer 2 


13 1 


5 the reduction of the other parts of their 


cſtabliſkment was not a work of choice, 
but of neceſſity. T hat they were asa body « of 


irreclaimable enemies to a free Gov ernment, 


and that Mr. Burke” 8 conſecration of the 


i State by a myſtical union w 1th the Church, , 
is a; phantom which they cannot admit. 


: « That Politics and the Pulpit are terms _ 


e at have little agreement. No ſound 5 
— % oug ht to be heard 1 in the Church but the 
06 healing voice of Chriſtian Charity. The | 


e Kauſe of Civil Liberty [2 and Civil Go 
« yerament gains as little as that of Ras 


* gion by this confuſion of dutics. Thoſe i 3 


© w ho quit their proper character to at- On. 


„ ſame. what does. not belong to them, 


1 556 ure for the grea oo part 1 gnorant both of 


the character they leave and of the charac- 


: « ter theyafſume” 2 —Inihort, that prieſts are 


bad politicians, © ad that they mean to dew: 


liver their Con: ry from this great evil in 


future. —polſibiy they may bid us look 8 
home; and though one part of ne kKing- . 


TY dom, where Religion « lift h er witced N 


front in palaces,” be not det. ent in morals, 


55 er i 4t- rival! ed by ar. her, where 115 
: Prieſthood have long Been confined to the > 
7 humbler 


[15 + 
- humbler taſk of procking 1 the Golpe of 
5 God to the 


The rrealmens of the Nobility 1s another ; 
0 ſubje& of pathetic lamentation. Their 1 


feudal rights, as far as theſe were the 


8 exerciſe W uſeleſs; unprofitable. power, TY 


"have: been aboliſhed. Where theſe partool | 
+: the nature of property they have been 
laid open to a .compullory ſale. But the 


5 act which 1 is to debaſe and degrade the hu- 


| man mind, to extinguiſh every generous | 
ſentiment, aud Ber all knowledge and n 


. learning i in the chaos of eternal night, is „ 


+ abolition of thoſe names, by which the 


memory of invidious diſtinction Was up- 0 


held, that the poſterity of the nobles may M 
„ tempted to forget thoſe claims of ſuperiority FO 
Which it is their duty as citizens to relin- 


quith, and that the public mind may be 2 7 


led by habit as well as reaſon to acknow 5 


1 ledge only the dominion of laws. | 


VII. Bucks w call not e to oe Nati- | 


onal Afﬀembly the common faculties of 5 


5 men; and 1 In his zeal to caſt out theſe =. 
e probatcs t to dhe ſcorn of mankind, he for- 8 


gets 


: ; 16 T” 
gets that the F of their ele tion was 
der by his friends the Notables. In- 

diſcriminate cenſure 15 commonly as little 


merited as indiſcriminate praiſe, f I am 
not their panepyriſt, nor diſpoſed to pro- 


5 nounce on their conduct; for 1 ſee not all 


its bearings and dependencies; : and the ex- 
tent, as well as complicated nature, of the 


5 biss. might baffle the 6 Jody, of 4 
EY lope oblervicien, | that the 18 a of 


their enemies have not yet been verified 


5 by auy one event. In the mi idſt of chaos, 5 


zs it were, regenerating every order of the 
5 State, they have fitted out, with | vigor and 1 


diſpatch, a a ſtrong nava al armament ; ; and 


although a miſapplication of the pri: aciples 1 
„ of civil liberty for a time diſturbed | the 3 
. diſcipline of their fleet, yet this diſcipline, - 


according to the report of an ariſtocrat in 


LE nk command, has been comp pletely reſtored, 95 


not by the laſh of ſeverity, but by a zeal ” 


and ardor in the ca ate of their country. EE, 


5 They have allo ned for internal defence = 
A force, from numbers f irre! ſtible, in the 5 


©! hands of the ſubjcct, rhich proves at ; 


: leaſt their coufid. nee 1¹¹ the | arzchment of -* 


"he... 


1 


=, 


the people. NIr. Burke thinks there maſt 


be blood *.— will not ſay, Edmund. thy 
wih is father to that thought!“ Perhap: 


5 my carneſt wilhes may be ail 1; 1274: dichte in 


1 he judgment 1 torm. 1 fe the ftrrong 


holds of det! tporitin deſtroved—1 have con- 


| fidence in the pow erful operation of th: al. 


principle which pervades. all. F ranco=—a N 


fletite of. common intereſt. As a theonſt, ; 
5 acknowledge thei ir def fects, particularly f 


t! Lat the executive 1 to 0 much SIRE 


with the legiſlative _ auth ority. Hut wy | 


theory is filenec d by tlie expe mew V6 e-.of 


| other States. * h 10 Govern wrt nts. in 8 8 1 
— zerland are many of the w. orſt forms. 2¹¹ 


e Ae aching : 185 oligarchy 3 vet r 


| the remprations of « cor I un tion ing w ith 1 


5 _ * This phraſe has been x miſunde . tood, 00 f if it ĩmpr ted fo. 


Mr. Burke a want of hum mant! ity beten 3 nothing 1 mor: 


: intended than an intimation th. . boch his ja dom: © nk 45 He 


mine might. be influenced by our N iſhes, org the qui tion, 


fs W. 'hether the pre eſent gov ernment 0 i. Fr rance will experience 


= ſerious reſiſtance ? ? On the contrary, the author mus al- . 
Wo ay's thought | that Mr. Burke” s hum: nity dw ching on partial . 


. _ evils, magnified. by a W arm —_ rc, h ad Pers erted. 1 his 
— judgm ent, and produced a bo! ol- entirely t9 the taſte : | 77 lf 1 8 
©: whoſe: practic. al concluſions on the abject. of e erum. a 3 5 


D, Mr. « Burke has through | life refifted. 


"PF" 
held from their rulers, no eovntry | in the 


: world enjoys 1 milder adm: miſtration, or 
more real liberty ; 4 the ſoil is highly cultiva- 


ted; and taxes, lo ſmall as ſcarcely to be felt . 


f by the people, are found more than adequate 


do all the expences of Government ; while ” 


the ſurplus | in the public trealury remains 
a ſupply for the poſſible cv ent of War. 85 2 


15 am bt enough to remember the con- 50 


fident predict 1005 of public met reſpecting | 
America. It was thought. the loſs of the 


W_ ſuper intendin 9 authority of Great Britain 


7 ou be the gn of univerſal diſorder. It 5 


as tal, J che varieties in the Governments of = 


; 55 teen prov ince 85 111 tlie religion, manners, ER 


and habits of the people, muſt engender 8 


| uch an oppo! tion ot intereſt and patlion, 


73 will preclude. all ſettlement, and compel 


= chem, from internal convulſions alone, to 


: eck refuge from themſelves, under the ” 


. proteQing wing of Royal authority. Ex- . 


1 perience, however, has proved that civil 5 


order naturally ariſes among an enlightened 


people, from a ſenſe of common intereſt. = 
Even the acrimony « of religious contention _ 


- Was Sleuccd by a  Rronger paſſion; and 


7 the Fo. 


| One common caule. Juſt] Es: more e 


_ They are now. 


l 


the Acer aud armies ot Great Britain were 
| I: affle d by a oy tion, 5 Vn 0 qd o < man n 


0 only the debts. 7 by their conteſt 5 
with us, but cue 


TR may exh! bit 4 third example. to m. ankind, 5 


. muſt command the unauimous concurr ence 5 
of all. 


coeding to diſcharge e not 


the nee gro th. of fa free State. 5 


thote co. nracted under 
aps their former the. rnmeuts. P er: aps France 


7” 0 at how ſmall a a char ge every obje I 6 f good ” 15 
1 governme nt may be obtained. To: admi- | 
EEE viſter juſtice, and to protect the country _ 
from foreign enemies, are objects which . 


These things + are to us. at preſent the 3 


f F. rance, are: there n0 circumſtances of limi- 
: larity ! in tlie ſituation of the two countric 87 1 
W hich may afford us inſtruction! ? It! 1s not 
9 15 an high ly- wrought picture of thei ir. cala- 
. vues, but a temperate inveltig ation. of 


ſubjects of mere ſpeculation ; ; but the prac ; 
5 tical concluſions which are thence drawn, . 
may affect our neareſt and de areſt 1 intereſts. 
5 Should Ar. Burke's judgment be correct 


in. the deſcription which he has given of . 


TY 


1 = : which can dale us from 


| Grits diſtieſs. e cvident cauſes of de- + 


| ftrugion to the French. Monarchy were 
an e expenſi, w oft; blihme nt, and heavy pub- 


5 # 0 de! bts;: WII ieh rendered the 8. „erume . 5 


oP; prefiive, at Ml contequ: nt ly odious to tho 
great body * of. the: People. How ſtands 


pars own ? F rance Cunt, ains, at tlie loweſt 


N Aimation, twenty - five millions of people ; - 


their taxes, at their higheſt receipt, little 


„ eee Jed tex enty- three tlic ferliug.- — 


. Our people were nc\ N computed at more : 
th nan nine millions; ; our taxes (beſides 10 - 


cal b. ardens to the poor, Kc.) excecd fif- 


tech millions ſterling. The annual ray. 


- ments to the public creditors in France 


pere cight millions—our payments exceed 5 


nine millions.” : Our debts and taxcs, there- 


ſore, arc doub le to thoſe i in France, which 5 
55 brought oy the preſent convulſions. Their 8 


1 lebts ar = morcov er, a conſiderable pro- ; 


1 portion -© of life annuities, which time will. 


diſcharg ge. Our debts, with very trifling 


exceptions, require the payment of the SH 


8 pig, in addition to the annual. income; . 


LSD * | Exrced ing, | 1 betiexe, one hind of the whole, 


A ha OPT 1 c 15 


[ 1% T 


rl f A lapſe of thirty- four years, from the 00 U 

. „ commencing in 1756, one alt ouly ot 
FE” the ordinary per od of Höcman life, has ſuf- 

5 1 ficed t to cortract the greater part of this 
% Aw cnormous burden, und the cauſes of p ablic 85 
* 5 | profution continue to „er; ate * th accu- | 
Vo mulated wel: ht. -W e not only pay nine = 

1 „„ millions aum ally for the intereſt of paſt 

„%% i follics, | ut every new folly 13 nearly adouvle 
=. = charge. - Liar individ nal feels the (c : 

© Co of taxes in Jus o n expenditure ; and the 
. State equally feels t! 115 nec far y increaſe 5 
5 „ of expe uditu NG in cvery hip thc but ilds, PL | 
# „ os every Toldier or tailor the fe Us or clothes, _ 
8 vw hile tl 1e oppreſſive * cigh* of taxes on „ 
VNV tlic 0 mmercc: and indull, . Of * the country 
3 En eradicates the means of tuturc e fupply. 


C 1 "Pendix? v chat cau a are theſis ey ils des 0 : 

41 För 5 e from the detective conftitu- . 

. tion of that aflembly wh 0 Are entruſted 1 

W with the public purſe. And theſe defects 15 

10 I,  1Imeamn to touch, at the hazard. of being | 

he | abuſed as An. economiſt,” ev en the 

. imputation 0 of 2 cold ha 1 muddy 1 8 

. „ underſtanding.“ It would, however, be 5 
anjuſt not to. beſtow | a few "ES on the 

fe . 5 : HO: T $95 3 F „ examination 5 


| [ 22 | ] 
examination of thoſe doctrincs, by which 
Mr. Burke w ould inculcate a patient ſub- | 
million to all our preſent and future bur- 


dens, with a dev Out reverence for the con- f 
Tecra ation of paſt errors, byr this ne 1 8 high. - 


Pry of. ancient Toy 


OS, Alr. Bite take S 45 his text this danges 
fs rous and dammnable poſit: ON of- Dr. "Price, 85 
that His 1 155 almoſt the only law- 

Fol King te world, becauſe tlie only 
« one who owes his crown to the choice , 
bo uf " his Pele; 25 and he gravely adviies the 

| Kingof Pr ulla andother abſolute Monarch; * 

„ dot 10 admit into their territories. theſe : 
„ apoſtolic miſſionaries of freedom. On this 
point, his mind may reik fatisfied that 

1 thoſc legitimate monarchs, W. ho preach 
5 their doQrines 66. by r regiments of dragoons . 

. 66 and corps of intantry and artillery,” 8 
| z 10 the edification of obedient ſubjects, have 2 

; arguments | more convincing than his 

5 logic. Not pre Med by ſo cogent an ar- ; 

gument for diſcreet lilence, I ſhall venture 

. repeat A" doctrine. taught by Locke 

5 and Sidney, that a legitimate Goy ernment _ 


SD fan have 10 6 er 75 pendation than | the con- 58 
. 1 en 


Pay = 
ſent of the penpl e, nd 1 affirm thar his 
preſent Majeſty, in fat, as well as. prin- : 
ciple, o es his crown to the choice ef bis 
 perple. 1 feel as ſtrong an intereſt in the - 


e Britiſh conſtitution as Mr. Burke ; g b ut 1 ne- 1 
ver can admit that this intereſt ſhould. reſt 


on ſo baſel. 18 4 ſupport. as prejudice, con- ; 


ceived } in Ignorance and error. Prejudice 
. this country produced two rebellions 5 


5 for the glorious purpoſe of an: nihilating the 1 8 
: religion and liberties of the nation. 1 


not wiſh the attempt to be re Pes ated, : In 


Fra os. from one extremity to i! Ty ofthe Ty = 


the glory of the Grand Monarque was the 


__ paſhon of the people—th Weir religion—tlicir 5 


idolatry. The viſion 18 paſt, and the na- | 


„ Om; now as pat onate ely deſtroy ever y veli - 
lige of that 0 ſpotiſm which their own rolly 5 


1 bad created. No juſt reaſo: er on the Bri- 
4 -< walls conſtit ation will. conſent that the 
EH me aneſt prerogative of « ou r Monarch _— DE. 

ſtand on fo inſecure a found atio! as ge: > 


1 dice, which, n, at b⸗ ſt, 48 Fi ho 8 and the 


8 ſhouts 15 0 n oy that "the ir inter ooh a 7 


5 258 fecw rg eld by Im 40 hereuce 0 the  prin= „ 


. * 


ef Of our L£ vernmes ts RE 4 4 temperate 
refOrmatiun 01 its a wu, 
No man Mieming that his orcfent Ma- 
N * oe d is crow to the choice of his 


: p- ever Was unde Iod to mean that 


King Cen the 11 hird 1 * as actually elect. 


ed, OF that the pro, ole had made the mo- © 


Mt archy eAive c. Inc contras y is a known 


hiſtor cal fact. But x: the | people had no 5 . 


richt to chule, lic « can have 10 title, be- 


e cauſe others. ſtood | bofot Cm in tlie re- 


Zalar courſe of heredi F 4: | cccinon.. It 18 8 


| | a nay that ths * Revi 10 0, 1 _ * 25 effected in e 


e Vang] i; aud by an U nion Ot. w In 85 aud T ories. 5 


II..! o > true, that the: A fat: eln nen of thoſe 


5 . dae * Y * ite IN te mpor 1815 Aug kept? back the 


. jut . of Gov os nacut, 11 deference | 


T 10 the abjurd. tre wdices of thei: - allies the 1 
orie 8. ri 15 equal ly truc, th at all the ads: 


Taten Ot. th abject are. dawn with a a2 


2-111 teſt inte ation to um 4 fo public view SORE: 


tac true nature ot the © trauſaction; Y becauſe BS 


” thoſe 4 great State unc - cel rrainly never wiſh- 


35 cd to Pro: coke t! ot rebcllions of prejudice 


=! yer Aa the relig. my aud liberties .of.. tlie 


A 


e auhtry, . hich, Never cle, all their 5 
oy : F i care 


of the city of | 
the beſt eee &* 4 Maden 85 
— 1 his was the ſource and origin of 2 
„ the. power under which the ſubſequent = 
_ ſettlement was made. — 8 
* Parliament ky exiſted. V 
. 5 8 the w hole a authority Was not deriy ed from e : 2 
. repreſentative of the People, acknow- 1 
5 ledged by no exiſting. law, King Wil- | 
- : 12 liam was an uſurper, and we are now re- „„ 
: = bels againſt our law ful Sovereign. King mw p 
> | James was gone, and had taken "ich him 8 
an infant ſon. By the law of England, , 
2 King could do no Wrong—his Miniſters 
e reſponſible. Upon no. principle of = 
tn ave or r juſtice could his infant for on forfeit ſt . 


THY 


care was unable to prevent. When King 
i James fled, and the Prince of Orange 
reached London, who. inveſted him with 
ble regal power of convening a Parliament 
On the requeſt. of thoſe Peers Who rt 
aſſembled, the Prince refuſed to act. There . 
was no Parliament exiſting z N and the 
Members who had fat ; in Parliament du- ; 
ring the reign of Charles the Second, be- | 
fore the ſubverſion of charters, together 5 
| with A: portion of the Common Council | 


Neither King 


E 
his ſucceſſion ; * yet both father and Th 
were cut off for ever. The two Gig - 

ters, Mary and Anne, were poſtponed, and f 
the Prince of Orange called to the ſole ex- 
erciſe of the kingly power during his life. 
There 18 4 levity in the terms, 60 alklering. 
e NE. Governors for miſcondu@,” 4 which 4558 | 
nit pleaſe me; yet, unqueſtionably, the | 
doctrine * true. Upon what principle 
could chis tranſactio: oh pals, unleſs the People 
1 a riglit to reſume the power of their 
1 King, 4 cleft a perſon to that office ber- 
5 ter e to execute the truſt? Nr. 
Burke lays ſtreſs on the terms of the ſub- 
Ro ſequent act of ſettlement, which declares N 
8 he Princeſs Sophia and Electreſs Dowagei 
. Hano er to be next in ſucceſſion. "It is, 
. howe ever, perfecllx notorious, that, as the | 
> Jaw ſtood, before that act, ſhe could not 
; have legally ſuc ccede ed to the throne; ; and 
2 however diſguiſed d, in tenderneſs to Preju- 
. dice, this was as evidently a choice as the 
former, and his preſent. Majeſty owes ; his 
crown to the Choice of the People, „„ 


. I am not Mead with the language of 
5 Dr. Price, t Bong bis do Arine has r my firm 


8 


; elt Ant. 


ſible to the People. 


1 they are a truſt ; 
8 the * at large. e 


„ Jirine, 
ION. 5 8 | | a 


797 


if 2 am that all government 
is a truſt, for the execution of which 
King, Lords, and Commons, are reſpon⸗ 
If the] Powers of Go- 
vernment be Property, and 1 n that ſenſe 
Inberitance, our laws are pregnant with 
robbery. and injuſtice —If a vote for A: = 
Member of Parliame ent be property, why . 


may not the voter {al it, or why 1 18 a cor- 


beredit tary , 


— — — p 
Ar N — — — — 


rupt exerciſe of any one branch of e 
” tive Government : an High Crime and Miſde- e 
mceanor! ? Why does even a neglect of duty : 
ſubject a Magiſtrate to puuiſhment | 3 How = 
: iniquitous w ould be thoſe laws which de- 5 
pPrive numerous cla feos of r of . 1 
- night of ſitting in Pa rliament, or r even 
- voting in elecions, if all the powe! rs of £ go 
1 5 vernment were not A Fe uſt held by the! nn. 
- _ dividuals, not for their. own benefir, but . . 
8 for that of. the Public! ' In the individuals 3 
they are che property of _ 


. « The exploded: 8 of Slavery v. „„ . 
8 Afr. Burke ſtyles them, tho! ugh. they con- 
tended chat Kings held their Crowns by | 
indefeazable | right, 13 . 
E 2 Gs never 3 


_— AS 
0 — 


18 2 1 


never maintained that theſe Kings held. 
their power as property for thei” own 
benefit, but as a truſt. committed to them 1 
by the Will of Heaven, for the due exe- 55 
cution of which they were re ſponſible not b 
= I - man but to God. —1 profeſs 1 ſhould be 5 8 
i glad to underſtand Mr. Burke's diſtinction. © 
If the people have no right to determine 
. under what circumſtanc ces: the pow cr ſhall 
85 N be reſumed, J cannot com prehend to v hom 18 
5 | Rulers © are ref] ponſible — — gxcept to God. FED S 
5 Or bow Mr. Burke's doctrine. differs from 
_ thatof the old exploded fanatics of Slave ery. 
. Mr. Burke” 5 notion of right 18 bottomed, 
as he tells us, on ſolid Principles of Law 5 
. and Policy; 'S but he bas not condeſcended 
tts ex plain. thoſe Principles. s.—He] has inde ed : 
| hinted at a fort of 1;rev ocable Comp: act. 1 
ES preſume he will not Teh ſiſt much on this -- 
Re” owpact hetry, een a De ſpot and his ſubjects 
. QT 1s. we Te” ſomething. like a compact 
8 bet we en a w olfe and Theep, the latter 
conſenting to be devoured.— The E. mperor 
£ of Morocco, the Grand Seignior, or ever, 
our good all: „ the King of Pruffia, vw ill 
ſcarcely eſtabliſh his claim to dcfy potic fix Ay. | 
oy on any compact \ vw ith bis ſubjects. | T heſe, 5 


an ne 3 


6 = Th 


C natu re of the ſubje ct is incapay 


T7 


: ind indecd alt of the Governments W chich. 
exiſt, have their real founde ation in force, 
* hich a. greater force may as juſtly f ſubvert. : 

Mr. Parke does not, indeed, condemn the 

inhabitants of France 1 in demanding a free 

7 Conſtitution, it is the cxceſs of their zeal 
that he 10 indignantly reprobates. But the 5 


violation of a. compact can ncver depend on 


the degree 1 in which men depart from the 
terms to which they have once aſſented. 

9 The obſer rance is a demand of juſtice which : 

85 admits of no refinements. 7 truth, the 


9. 


Ole of an irre- | 


5 vocable compact. The ic V al ying condition of ; 
man requires in ever 7 ſocicty 2 legiſlative 5 
3 authority; 1 and it 18 an admitted Principle, 
4 that no l-oiflativ E: auth: ority cat o preſer ibe x 
rule of conduct which 5 th e fame auth ority 
may not after v ards_ aunul Where this Ge 
. POW er ref: 0 in a finole Perſon, the ab- OE 
| Furdity .of an irrev ocable | con tract is N „ 
= evident. A were a Comp? ct, the terms of ; 
Toe. which 8 ne part ty may vary at pleafur e. and! in = | 
TT hich the other! 18 ſuppoſed to conſign him i 
5 ſelf and his poſterit ty, for whom he has a | 
Os power tocontra?, tot! ic varying v. ill -- 
= pri ce c of a maſter, to the of abject? Ho, 


— —— ——xꝛů—ů · ů —— — 


1 3 J 


Nor is Be abſurdity much 12 * here the: 

1 legiſlative authority is veſted in many, for 
as their 6 name and dread of Pun iſmment are 
leſs, ſo their pow er is commonly greater. _ 


: The truth ſeems to be what Mr. I cke has 5 


of Government can never extend. 


a tavght. All Men arc by nat ure equal, N 2 
0 authority can be exerciſed | over them, n- 


| leſs to cn Kat that juſtice which 3 ind lependent 8 
communities yet in a ſtate of nature may 
= require from each other. 0 Th he aggreg ate of 


| theſe rights the community delegate ty 


: thcir Rulers,” and farther the Inſt ; Fx er 0 


” Thi is delega ation of undefined: power | nev ver 
5 can ſubſt 1 longer than the con munity = | 


at large conſent, unleſs the delegate can 
5 rightfully al Hume the character of maſter, 


and mank Kind can renounce the moral obli=- ©: 
gation. to employ the beſt. mans In. their | 


8 pow e cr of adv; ancing the general happineſs. 
; S | therefore co nch ude that the People ba ve by 


1 the e * u; dedhon. bly V they ps Fen fe 


8 i? Pas & 


i 155 


. 


de, of cha >! ms their Ge rernir ent, Ts 5555 


FE When ® Wer of 1 tl; oh in dem nt the pur ö 016 . 8 


EE, 


of? = 5 =D mitts than C ain be better atta F ed. In 


Nh ED acicalexarcitcofthisr 5 5 ik uf = 


oo: of human inte, prudence, x doubiedle * 


require - 


6 . 


; requires that they ſhould weigh v at the 1 85 
. inevitable evils attendant on all chin, and e 
| 7 the hazard of not obtaining their ol: ject, ä 
5 fore they © engage in 1 fo peritous : an aden 5 


1 tur, re. 


The whole Hillacy © Mi. Burke Walen . 
; ing conſifts | in confounding the right of the . 
2 people with | its abuſe. In the cxerciſe ey „„ 
7 of the cleareft 1 ight F. of froperty, man, 8 8 
585 2107 al agent, is bound by more 7h 6bi Fatj⸗ 5 AF, Z 
8 The facr rific 0 which unde ” this Andi. n Re 
makes of perſonal en joyment to the dutic: = ial 
fa kither, of a huſban !, or a maſter, does. & oy 
not impeach his dom: Ton over | his own NY 
2 22 ty; in the ſame man ner as ne mora! 
| reſtraint. from waging. u. aju ut 


wa! 3 TT n 


* 1 


5 mea: 1s de rogatc des from rhe 1 richt ts of fa t9- 
vereign ſtate. In this ſenſe ne} j ther the 
people, nor thoſe to w; hom the * h ave da le- . 
gated: the : fovercion 8 can have an on- N 
; - 2 ty alificd right to follow ne dictates of c. a ; 
To price; becauſe all men in a1 ſta ations | „„ 
3 7 al as ents acccu tab le fe r thei: © dy 
£6 1 the Gr cat Author of nature, aud are 5 
5 pq ually bon nd to ma! C the Publ, ie hatpinef 2s. 
the rule of their conduct. N 5 2 11 tl be 


= * 5 


fovercign power be not placed above 
all . refiraint, the people muſt poſ- 
ſeſs the ultimate 112 cht of judging, under N 
what Sine nde the conſtitution E 
5 the State ſhall be corrected or varied, or 
| even totally cha nged, In the exerci iſe of 5 
this right the p eople are doubtleſs under 
5 - the reſtraint of moral obligation, and lightly 
Os to overth; row aGovernment would be found | 
in practice as dangerous 3 to their intereſts. as 
| inconfiſtent. w ith their duty. The pre- 
. valence however of deſpotic power, even 
= in enlighte: ned Europe „ evinces, that this 5 
5 evil is not e to be feared. In the _ 
1 5 mean time it is of the laſt 1 import; rance that OO 
-- > -qhe- people mould not be blindly led by, 2 
5 Aa ntient prejudices, but by an enlightened 2 = 
| "of i their cu,. and a Anroleds ge "of. thei 5 
„ true int. wrote. > Sd. + 5 


l reaſoning Ty has not the - remoxeit | ten- 5 | 


8 1 to render Governm ent inſecure, _ 
e W ben] Powe er is greatly abuſed, the People 5 
| Will reſiſt: but juſt theories teach both 
3 Priuce and People 1 the 111 nits of their duty. 5 
1 ines: 'S UG taug ght to c con! ider a a boney dls nt : 


* 


beſt Stunt) to their chronie; 3 and the Peo- 5 
ple are taught to regard the. juſt preroga- 35 
Aires of 4 Crown not as a portion taken 5 

tom their liberties, but as a truſt held _— 
- their benefit. No es of a ſeparate inte- On 
ES reſt 1 intervenes to diſturb tl heir union. Both | 
King and ſubjects regard each othe * as . 
55 members of one commu nity, cach in his: 55 
. ſeveral ſtation advancing the intereſts of . 
| all; and the Throne | 15 thus cſtabliſhed! 8 
5 the ſteady, : becauſe rational, afin of 1 
5 00 enlightened People. „„ 0 


5 "Our Confliturion is admirably adapted 6 to ES 
5 this end. The King pole des no one pre- „ 
8 rogative which, upon my principles, o ought 
not to be given, if! it were not alrcady poſ- . 


cheat one Whic! ch, transferred we £4 


erent hands, would not diſturb the har- Y 


mony of the other. parts of our Governs | 
> ment; The P, cople, doubtleſs, might have 
actin an cl ctive monarchy ; 1 but they 5 
have acted fa Ir. more wifcly: — they Rae 


. eſted the whole executive power in the. 
Monarch, and tranſmitted. this power „ 
5 hereditary ſucceſſion, that every pare: of TT 
5 may for ever be Placed beyond t the : pulp 5 


1 


of ambitious ſobjes As the- exclaſive 
appointment 0 all Li 1e b offices of executix e 
government 13 veſt. d in the King, ſo the 
5 powers of control, to prevent an abuſe of 
this truſt, are excluſively Ve ted in Parlia- 5 
ment. Whenever theſe. powers are di- 
1 Ay or indirealy united, all control . 
1 gone. It is, thercſore, the manifeſt inte | 
TO reſt. of tlie People to prcierve the whole | 


exccutive authority of the State excluſively 


"1 in the hands of the King „ and 1 it is equel- e 

| Iy their intereſ th: at this authority ſhal 5 

” paſs. from father, to ſon without the for . 

e an election, which may afford op por unn 

5 nity to the intrigues of ambitious ſtateſ . 
5 | men to e the juſt prerogatis &5 of the 
. Crow ' | . 


| Two « ev cnts [Leo's occur PO} wit! in a v -ay JT 


4 few years to illuſtrate this reaſoning, and 
_ to thew, by example, whether Mr. Burke's 5 
. Principles or mine are beſt adapted to pre- 2s 
ſerve, in every cvent, our Government . 

5 | entire. | In 1784 two parties, 5 without any 8 

1 8 5 common opinion of public duty, united, 

1 Y and by a manifeſt. perverſion of the truſts 5 

= committed to the Houſe of Commons, En 
= - PEP dccaroured FT 


T3 1 


| denvoured direttly to name the Afiniſters 

of the Crown, and conſequently to en zroſs 
*-— whole executive authority of the State. . 
8 Upon Mr.” Burke” 5 Principles f govern- 
ing by an union of great families, and 
Pag the People by prejudices. and kabi- OE 
mas attachments, all this. Was right. in 


my judgment the meg ſure Was = tabs er- 


ſion of the Conſtitution ; ; and as 2 an hum- 5 
e individual [ then maintained that it Ws? 
55 the duty of che King to diſfolve * the Par- | 
: bament, and the intereſt of the People to 

| re] P refs the attempt. - 


5 The other 18 ance 1 allude to was yet 1 

155 more indefenfible, becauſe it was. carried . 
118180 morc def perate effect, and by perſons 

725 Who, on the former ſtruggle, £ had main- 1 
tained principles Which ought t to > have or 0 
| * vented the attempt. He. ” 


| * + Vide t doe 0 trac ts publiſhed by FM author; © one Wee 
. other after the. diſſolution of Parliament, entitled 
= A candid Inveltiz: ation of the preſent prev. ailing Topic, and i 
| The Claim of tlie Houſe of Commons to a N egative on ts 
= Appointment of the Miniſters of the Crown examined: and 5 


8  #onfured, where the kubject is exp plained more at large. e 


T7 


The a der will anticipate r me in recalling ; 


5 the mockery of legifl: ation by the Great Seal 5 
= on the occaſion of the propoſed Regency. * | 

Every public principle, on which an here _ 
ditary tranſmiſſion of the executive autho- _ 


5 rity can be ſupported, applied with equal % 


force to the caſe of the Regent, the Prince 


a W. ales being of full age: but the part 7 
: poſſ. flel of the government did not chuſe 
d quit it until they had render d the eder 


5 ciſe f this authority imp Tac tical e in the 5 


. bands of 1 th cir adverſaries. : To the friends 1 


= of a * ild <> emocrac the Afi; niſter preſented 5 


| 7 Tae > ſp: 1098. appear. ance of 12 choice in the | | 
Prople through their nominal. repreſenta- 8 
: tives, whole reſo! lations he hin out. * . 


ſcribed. 'To the Tories hs preſente: 4 Mr 7. 


. Burke” J favourite: fr. vjudice of an eres 1ary 


w#H. & & 


Pe operty in. the Cre Wh, and 1.1 WW vas diipoted "0 = 5 


. + " ok. up the Jaw: +: until the 1 lividaal 


ſhould be again able to wear it. 


Bah che bab- - 


| lic rights. of the comma: ity are the / 74 . 5 


1 perty of th © Pei! le. clone evcry power of th ” 


1 verument is a tru? dele egated by the Pe ople, 


CE an 11 its exte ut pre FI ibed by the terms of d ge: 


hs zation: 2 but it was totally y for gotten on this a 
| occaſion that the King] 4 once, like every 


5 otbe = 


"OP: 


5 . . hig a and 
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x other 2 of the ts was a \ cruſt created 0 
for the ſole benefit of the People, and that 5 
= ſtanding the Government, the two Houſes 85 . 
13 of Paitiament had no claim to the legiſla- 5 
5 tire authority. The prejudices of the Peo- = 5 
= ple were here again cheated (for pre; judice Is al”, 
LI Cy an egregious. dupe) by the nontentical ce- 3 
remony of affixing the Great Seal to the 
5 reſolutic ns. of the two Houſes, as if the EE 
LS metal of this fame Great Seal had ſome BY, 
„ magical power of imparting. the Roy 1: 1 
| conſent. By this ſtrange | compound of 
Tory pr Hudices the kingly office : > 
Was { b tripped of its prerogatives, A Court 8 
nn influence erected 1 in oppoſition to the acting 
. tecutive magiſtrate, and the nomination „ 
. 8 Miniſters: thus made the ſubject of * 
5 vile ſcramble of parties in the Houſe . 
Commons; for it is impoiſible to believe „ 
84 8 that this arrangement had any other ob- e 
. „ 6” It the prerogatives were fit to ex TA ES. 
© the People had a right to their exc) ciſe; ; JE. 
» they were Le, they ought | to be abs. A 


PE * | Nidea a ws = OT author, id Thoughts « an the OO 
| preſent Proceedings of the qUouſe of C ommons. ; 


38 T. 


Non man W will K tl heſe . inju- 


4 rious to Royal authority. — Of tne peerage 
1 have little to fay — 1 Ca not, with _—_ 
| Burke, think the light of Europe"? 8 
Would be extinguiſhed by their fall ; or, 
with the late Lord Chatham, am I inclined 7 
to denomi ninate. their Hol e of Parliament LO 
an hoſpital of incura ables, though it were 35 
- difficult to deny that eſſential ſervice to the — 
: State or ſupereminent public virtue are not „ 
„„ FICT ays the prevailing. claim to chis dil. 
5 tiuguiched honcur. 1 he Houſe of Peers „„ 
: however, are not the natural guardians - BR 
5 the People's rights—they are a body Vy hoſe | ; 
intcreſt a and prejudices 1 incline then to ae | 
a Crown — they; are an uſeful check to the 
N exceſſes of a | democratic. ſpit in 


the Com nens. 2 3 


= "The Houſe of 8 s is che pare « N 

1 Conſti itution where the dire ect influe: uc = 

| of the Pcople ought to prevail. lere the = 

: - "Gefen CES: 01 public liberty have giv en eds 5 

and wilels theſe be ſpeedily rep: ired, 7 an 

nv dation Of corruption and of . 

| | raceatens the State with ruin. No 2 ror 
Ei 5 f is more e groſs chan to o ſuppoſe we e poſſeſs the 


: fams 


2 
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f fare re preſentation of the People which Ms 
our anceſtors enjoy ed. Repreſentation of 1 
. the Pcople exiſts when the body choſen act 
755 under impreſſion of the fene interef? with 

the whole community. This objet may 
4 be obtained either by fimply remov ing = 
e temptation of a J parate private inte ereſt 
: 'F rom the individuals elefed, or by fo uniting 
the repreſentatives Wit 1 the great body of . 
the People, by equal free. elections, fre- 8 5 
” quently repeated, that no opportunity may 
offer of ſeducing chem from their public 
duty. In this country the latter method : 
= has never been. even attempted. About 
55 a fourth of the Members of our Houſe 
: of Commons are choſen by cout nties and | 
e e cities — the remainder are either re. 
Os turned. by rotten. boroughs, © or nominated 2 2 


+ by indy duals, TNT 


SE Soon after the Revolution, when: a land- — 
. ing force of ſeven thouſand men wa 8 pres 
_ Sande as an army dangerous to the Uber⸗ 
ties of the country, when the King had | 
few offices to beſtow, five hundred ge: atle- n — 
| men, howey er allem bled, formed I 8 1 


* 
-- 


[ 4. T 


table rc preſentation of the People, becauſd 


in the abſence of temptation they acted | 1 


. nder the impreſſion of one common inte: 
| reſt. We have ſince acquired the Eaſt and . 
V eſt Indies, with all the train of appoint- 1 


py ments —V alt nav -al and military eſtabliſh- a 
5 ments are now m I maintained | in time of peace 1 
—The management of a revenue has de- Tv 

. Ve -olv ed on the Crown, for | the payment of p 


the public creditor alone, equal | to the 


higheſt 2 xpenditure of Queen Anne” J wars | 
—Our p-ace cftabliſhment, with the _ 8 


| liſt, exceeds. fix millions. — Above. all, 


monied inter: ft has ariſen which feeds on ps” 


15 the vitals of the State, ſupplies the profu- : 


: ſion of NMiuifters, cnables them to antici- 1 8 


: pate the future reſources. of the country, Vo 


TD mortgage the labours of all poſterity, 


. aud t to quander the inheritance of ages. - 


For 4 time, t corrading corruption LT 


Eos glently undermined. the public ſecurity : 


a len: 9 oth influence was reduced toa ſyſtem 5 


"ang what has bee en the effoct ?—lIn the : 
: - ſhort | per 10d of thirty-four years, the enor- 
55 mous addition of one hundred and ſeventy = 


million: 1 


1 4¹ 


millions to our r public debt. Any reaſon, 
or no reaſon, ſuffices for a vote or a loan. 
1 To conquer America in Germany to hold = 
1 the ſame America in ſubjection by an army, 
5 and thereby. to annihilate the libertics of 
> Great Bri irain—to ſupport a Pruffian defpot ” ls 


N opprefling a free peopl e—or to . djuſt 4 : 
\ claim to the catſkins of Nootka Soun 4 5 


= are alike cogent motiv es for war. . he 


5 Miniſter comes down, opens his budget, and = - 


_— propoſes his taxes. : Leſs reſiſtance i n made - 


„ than by. the Parliaments of France, under = 3 
| their moſt deſpoti c Monarchs. The abuſe 0 
. has become to fathionable 1 in the Houſe E 5 


N Commons, that a man would incur the . 
charge of innovation, and be reproached 5 


às the author of a dangerous hercly, WhO . 


Pn tho ald ve nture to ſuggeſt that mankind were : - | - | e | 


ben med by cheir Creator for any better 1 
bpburpoſe than to pay taxcs to the State. 1 
: ' Every principle of equal juſtice | has been „ 


 lubverted to increaſe the revenue, and 5 


„„ Odious de Tc fable. ſyſtem of exciſe, 8 
a hie bd) renders cv ery man * hom 1 it touches . 


5 a flave to tlie ruling Power, has be en ex 
= Lende be 2yond all bounds. | Ir Dr. Price 1 
| affirmed cher repreſen tation, yy cho- 5 ; N 


: "IP and unde corrupt inf ence, becomes 


5 a nuiſance to the P cople, Mr. Necker juſ-⸗ 


5 tifics the charge. He declares that the laſt 


impoſiti on on WIBGOWS w. as ſuch as the . 
Miniſter of no other Sov ereigu would have 5 


dared to prepoſe; 5 —1 tax 10 exceſſive =}: 


the common Lountics of Nature, light and 1 
15 air, that 1 it k 15. de f ri ned hal if. the hon uſes in = 


22 the kingdom, and compellcd + the people to. 
5 q Mi in Ga lamp: and darkneſs. 5 


The evil has grown t 0 ſoch firength, ” 


that as our Houſe of Commons. is conſti- 8 


| tuted. the moſt up wright. Minifter can have 1 5 


no choice. - Of the Members ſor Counties, 
8 ſome are 11 adduenced by their old Tory pre- : 
7” judices, and fancy * while they plunder the 7 


= People, 1 they ſupport the 'T hrone. . Thoſe 5 


nominated by indie iduals, adhere blindly RE, 
do that party which their patron 5 have em. 
| braced. 7 he rema ainde . for che moſt part, 
purchaſe their fear—lay out their money - 

as an ad be and, in the true ſpirit oo. 7 


comme rei: e erprize, exp ct a profitable 


|: mem urn. | 1 ele men, toldiers, failors, W. 
1 ers, a. . nd, tr ader rs. by profefſion, conſtitute | 


the majority, 55 15 lu ch Al + alan, 6 tho 


<6 „ e 


private i jute reſt of. individuals nant es 
that na tional | in tereſt hic! n ough t ever to 

> digate the x clulations of the H oui. 5 8 
5 mae it ſoems that me vit. 41 principle of e er N 
free Govcrt wnent—he juſt ne eight of te 


People, is extindt in Le illatio! - and that 


D 


e ng: could 5 avs : prefer od: = ſpirit of 


ty: in the Cow 17 try, had net th 118 vital 


ache; vet ſub! ited 3 In the ad: £2111 iſtration 
=o juſtice 5 So con l ious, how ever, 18 the 
. 8 ſpirit W ict 1 ber! d 88 1 Gov eriuncnt, that 
even this ſtrong hold of public freedom, | 
the tri al by jury, has been groffly violated, 
Doctzines bare ban ma aintained from the. 1 
5 Bench H, by \ hi 1011 this inſtitution, the a- e 


-< 


= - ered enardian | of all ou iT; rights, W. as an- ” 
1 8 all. > an 4 1 now Court 0 Star Chamber 
. creed to puniſh. the moſt undefined and 
_ undefinable of all crime a libel; for 1 


defy. unn in ne to. explain what 


; Wa tin. 8 t our modern e of King's 
Be nch, It the verdict 71 of a jury docs not 


; ntcry en 0 to prone i uce 0¹¹ the guilt or in- . Ss 


CC! 0 55 af 1 the Pc rf 8 accuſe d, before he 


he declis ered der to 1 punith 122 6 ent, ; by diſ- 


Jy 


1 5 Te ctiona ir * hne 85 ws forme 1 "I: the 


888 bare 


e ole charge a . they will x 

| that the mcafure which they mete to 5 
N | neighbour may be returned into their ow 1 
5 boſom. 10 provide, however, the moll 


THT 


Js fact of f publication, wid | ain 3 import 5 
of the words be the ſole ſul ect of 15 5 s | 
inquiry, the ditlincklon! 15. nominal. - 


The ſpirit of thi s admiraVle inflitution = 
2 N 5 | 25 equires that a I Y 1 y taken i fra | rn th ” 3 


Fo 


8. 


body of the! P EO plz, and. returnin Fog again 05 5 


the common nale, Malt by FONOULCE GN. LG. 


A 
the 


. correct adminiſtration « 0 Juſtice" vill | be of >: 


EO 4 little ay vail, uiltets IT W. a Ch me 0 . * e | 


EE 8 of 2 power, to repair ee breaches 
| which the moſt perfect 151 ſtem of Gorern- 
ment, like all other human inſtitutions, 
muſt ſuſtain—above all, to guard the public 


property, 2 and ſtrictly to meaſure its appli- 
ation by the necefſitics of the State. 


FT heſe 1 10 our conſtitution are the moſt im- : 


= portant duties. of the Houſe of Commons. es 


Fo. How far nominal rep reſe natives. will dif - 
Z© -harg ge theſe ut, kt | experience 0 and | 


. 0 


t 


* 45 1 1 5 
The e Lord chan foretold that - 


95 our rotten boroughs could not outlive this 1 
century, and ſhort As the period now 18 ” 


preſcut appearances. ſtrong g indicate the 8 
completion of his prophecy. 8 The cauſe ON. 
hien has conv ulſe the Kingdom | of . 
France, exiſts. with. us: in a twofold de: - 
| gree Ec. Sho! ald the people not be tempted 
by to 5 on what principle rruſtees for ” 
... ſeven years 5 have fold the iuheritance e— 
. ould the V no t reflect that 2 a8 the bulk of e 
rev enue muſt be draws 11 from the daily la- 5 
8 bour of the multitu ide, to ſweat and toil 5 
| "or others without reward, is not the cha- . 
5 a ꝗcriſtic d: ſtinction of freedom—or ſhould 7 
- = mot the preflure of their necef Aties obe e 
5 independent of reaſon; 1 the modern ſyſ. 2 
: tem of revenue carries internally tl he ſeeds | 555 
5 of its own. deftruQion. | When the ſy em 
55 borrowin 18 fit ſt commence d, the taxation I 
being light ad. impoſed o lubjcete of uni- we 
N 3 conſumption, was little felt by the CE 
People, ; while the funds created were a | 
1 ic ck a alwa ays ready at command, which cir- ” 
culated pape er to three times the amount, . 
| and operating as moncy, gave life and N . 
22 Sour ra » manufactures, 5. "The cficd Wis ; that | 


vill in * very few years. . 


theſe t taxes gradu ach ine rcaſed to nearly 
three times the amount with the growing 
| proſperity of the St: att The natural ob- 7 F 
jets of - taxation have beben long ſince 
. the induſtry of: the co untry e 
- | ö oppreſſed with z ac ceutnulate d burthens, 5 
434 the reverſe of the former e dect 8 
e proaches with ba$t ty ftride3 x. The tas e | 
which] have been given for the laſt: 1,5 50, 2201. 
1 f revenus have. not ie eided 9005 ooo l., - 
= and bave net rerthele: decreaſed the) Pl roduct ; 5 
5 of tile 8 former taxcs. 5 w hile the ni ex „ 
of « our peopic dec cline. Ve -t the. © muſes of AY : 
lic profuſion continue to op erate with | ns. — 


* 


„ creaſing force. : Reformation 3 in the ſourcc 


N 


of this evil, a pervertec dt nal repreſen- 9 


| tation, wil be forced upon us. wy ineviable | - 
5 neceſßty. 5 cannot long be d clan cd. 


„ 5 This 1 by 12) of the effets of as ati. n has boen * [5 orron wed . 
e Gre om CONE 5 ion with a ge ate mat 1 * -ho ne ans to oblige the . 
public ch thi derail 4 proofs, | In hi 85 vier K* of th 4 ſubject. 8 | 


RL 0 be elle, is of: taxation. Are 90 longer {pee ulation bar bif- | 


iory. . 


. By. the returns to oaks Tis N Of ec it opp 4 Ars that although 5 
5 be houf fes in 1 ondon and | it 5 new bout), 0d hove = ind reaſed BEN 
ono, the PO mher of ho uſes thi 10 us Hout the * hole King 3 3 
dom have decreaſed bo, ad the cotta ges above . mn, 


T he { 


2  E—_ — 2 ͤ oo oo _ o 
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5 Theſe are 1 re ecions which "BY con- N 


3 -ulf ions of a 33 kingdom have 
ſuggeſted to my mind, and which Mr. 


3 5 Burke's pamphlet has provoked me do 
commit to the Preſs. A in combating his 
opinions 1 have advanced. poſitions on the 5 
general ubjcẽt of « 8 government which others | 
may condemn, 1 have. 10 with to ſkreen 
my own errors from detetion, —Al invel-. „ 
N tigation promotes 1 the caule of truth. — Ihe js : 
5 terrors of Mr. Burke's eloquence will not e 
| prev cnt me ava ; the 2 tinc ere conviction 5 5 
1 my 1 mind. —T La eredore beg leur ve to re- ER 
5 pear, t! rat ajl legitimate Govern ent muſt ES 
- bor ever reſt on the © willing oe, ence of the 
great. ly f the P 8 and. that when ns, 


force j> cmploy ed again them under an, 
. ann. of 8 9 5 ec 5 e have M 
only a perfect W : tit f oni 75 5 {heir To I 
duty to ref ſift, —That m o ver! 85 N 17011 6 0 by a | 
„ part is a 1, uſt derived from. the wy hete | com- oe 
El TT Cre cared. folely for the, - hensfi1 tt, and 
Oe which e an be held by 1 IX 8 Fs - tenure > than . 
e by their conſe vt. 5 5 hat, 19 7 the willing 
5 obedience of the Pop . the duties which 
we al! owe to our Country arc, to ctir pate 5 
„ evyry 'Prejus, ce nom their minds e conv =_ 
55 t 1 5 their = os 


- 7 as 1 
| their reaſon, - to explain the ls of 
„ Conſtitution, and thus, with their con 
5 cvrrence, reforming its abuſes, endeavour to 5 
ren der it in praftice, as in theory, the moſt 
TH perfect ſyſtem of Government which —— 


8 * ared 1 in the 7 of Mankind. 


